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National Estuarine Research Reserve Sites



GOALS FOR A BAY OF GREEN BAY NERR

1. Address coastal management challenges through coordinated local and system-wide research

2. Enhance public awareness and understanding of estuaries and coasts

3. Partner with federal agencies, state, public, and private entities 

4. Holistic view of water and connections to communities and ecosystems

5. Technology focused

Research Education Stewardship Training



RESEARCH, EDUCATION, STEWARDSHIP, & TRAINING
 Visitor center, galleries, etc.

 Conference space and 
classrooms

 Research station

 Analytical laboratory

 Docking facilities + public 
boat access

 Overnight accommodations

Lake Superior Estuarium, WI

Great Bay Discovery Center, NH



A NON-REGULATORY STATE-FEDERAL PARTNERSHIP 

State role:
• Land co-management 
• Reserve staff members
• Program implementation
• Funding (30% of operational costs)

Federal role:
• National program guidance
• Technical assistance
• Program coordination
• Funding (70% of operational costs)
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SITE SELECTION COMMITTEE STRUCTURE

Site Evaluation Committee

Site Development Committee
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• Relevant Coastal Geography
• Develop criteria
• Prescreening

• Apply criteria
• Recommend a site(s)
• Propose boundaries

Site Nomination 
Document
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May 10th & 11th– virtual roadshow to share criteria and 
maps of prescreened natural areas



Community impact 

 Resolutions of support from

• Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council

• Marinette County Board of Supervisors

• Peshtigo Common Council

• City of Marinette

• Menominee County Board of Supervisors (Michigan)

Funding

 Fund for Lake Michigan 

 NOAA

 Wisconsin Coastal Management Program 

 Wisconsin Sea Grant 

Projects

 Surround-sound documentation of the Green Bay Estuary
 Developing a Green Bay Estuary Archives Collection

INITIAL SUCCESSES



LEARN MORE

Emily Tyner   tynere@uwgb.edu

uwgb.edu/nerr



Katrina Harms



SITE SELECTION CRITERIA FROM NOAA GUIDELINES



GENERAL SITE STATISTICS

Designated sites receive ~$758,000/year for basic operations  

 Local funds - an additional minimum ongoing match of 30% 
(~$324,800/year)

 Existing facilities range in size: 7,900-28,950 sq ft., avg. 15,176 sq ft. 

 Existing reserves range in size from 500 acres (Ohio) – 372,000 acres 
(Alaska)

E



1. Is the parcel coastal/estuarine?

2. Have features aligned with the research and education goals of 
the NERR (i.e. – not a playground)?

3. Publicly owned?

4. Connected to the estuary in a significant way?

PRESCREENING OF NATURAL AREA SITES
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